GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

DECEMBER 15, 2024 9:30 AM WORSHIP
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

On third Sunday of Advent, we rejoice in the ways God’s love and light comes to ordinary people and
changes our lives forever. Today, we rejoice as the
youth bring the good news of Jesus’ birth to inspire us to share the songs of love,
peace, and joy with the people throughout the world! Special thanks to
all who have worked hard to prepare this special event.
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As you prepare for worship, please fill out worship information sheets in the red folders in each pew. Parents or children

are welcome to use our “Wiggle Room” behind the sanctuary. Hearing assistance devices are available at the sound desk.
Congregation responses in Bold. *Those who are able, please stand.

WE GATHER IN ANTICIPATION
PRELUDE “Ukrainian Bell Carol” M. Leontovich
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WELCOME/GREET ONE ANOTHER

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The spirit and the church cry out:
Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus.
We celebrate God’s love our midst:
Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus.
We ask for help as we share that love with others:
Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus.

HYMN ELW 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!
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pare a  throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his  grace to®en - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820



*LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES Amanda Peart and Charlotte Breeser

As a family here today, we come together in a celebration of hope. But what do we hope for? As
we head towards Christmas we often hope that we can find the perfect gift to give, the perfect
outfit to wear, the perfect tree to decorate. But the first Christmas was far from perfect. The
Hope of the Nations came to us on a night of messy circumstances. The Light of the World was
born in a stable, laid to bed in a feeding trough and was attended to by field hands.
They were messy circumstances, and yet it was just right for Jesus Christ, a perfect child, sur-
rounded by all of the love two parents could give. This morning we light the Candle of Hope, as
we pray for Christ to come into our hearts again:

Lord God, help us not to be so focused on finding perfection in this season that we miss
out on the hope that only you can bring to us. Amen.

ADVENT MEDITATION “March” from the Nutcracker Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Norah Lane Arr. by Margaret Goldston

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray

Loving God, we open ourselves to you, trusting that this is how you made us:
you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach
us the peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be con-
tained, but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may
walk in the light of Christ. Amen.

THE GREATEST PREQUEL EVER TOLD

Narrator - Max? Or Caleb? Or Stacey? Or Me?
Gabriel(la) — Spencer Lara

Israelite — Mya Archibald

Isaiah — Nolan Waynar

Mary — Mati Breeser

Joseph — Landon Waynar

Shepherd 1 — Kinsley Huse

Shepherd 2 — Charlotte Breeser, Emma?

Angels — Peyton Nelson, Renley

Sheep — Nolan Waynar, Mya Archibald, Gigi Archibald



CAROL “O Come All Ye Faithful” (Congregation sings as students enter)

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels!

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him;

O come, let us adore Him;

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

SONGS DURING PROGRAM:

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

“Go Tell It On the Mountain” (Congregation joins on the third verse)

Down in a lowly manger

Our humble Christ was born
And brought us all salvation
That blessed Christmas morn

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

Thank You!

A very special Thank You to Katie, Joan, Stacey and all the kids who
were involved in this years Sunday School Program!




*STATEMENT OF FAITH AND PRAYERS
When Mary's baby was born, calendars were renumbered, the heavens applauded, and a new
star appeared in the sky.
The angels sang, and shepherds came running into town.
Inquiring wise men brought gifts and unwittingly frightened King Herod when Mary's baby was
born.
When Mary's baby walked this earth people came from miles around to sit at his feet and
hear the wisdom that could only come from God.
They brought the sick, the lame, and those who were troubled in their minds, just as we bring
before you....and all who are troubled in body and spirit.
The winds and the seas had to obey Jesus because he was Emmanuel, God with us.
When Mary's baby died, even the earth was grieved. The sun hid its face and refused to shine,
and the ground staggered and lost its footing. We bring before you...and all who know loneliness
during this festive season.
With all the saints, we confess that Mary’s baby, Jesus, is the Son of God.
But now,
Mary's baby lives again
And is seated in heaven.
Mary's baby lives again
And is praying for you.
Mary's baby lives again
And makes it possible for us to have joy!
O God of Elizabeth and Mary, you visited your servants with news of the world's redemption in
the coming of the Savior.
Make our hearts leap with joy, and fill our mouths with songs of praise, that we may an-
nounce glad tidings of peace, and welcome the Christ in our midst.
God of promise, you have given us a sign of your love through the gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who was promised from ages past. We believe as Joseph did the message of your presence whis-
pered by an angel, and offer our prayers for your world, confident of your care and mercy for all
creation.
Amen.

OFFERING “Starlight Celebration” Masayoshi Soken

' Flowers today are provided by Dolores Goraczkowski

In memory of Loved Ones




*OFFERTORY (Congregation rise as offering is brought forward)

HYMN ELW 296 What Child Is This
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The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la- by,
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joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar- y'

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent

*OFFERING PRAYER
We celebrate the Jesus who is born anew in our hearts each day!
Although born in humble surroundings, Jesus' presence surrounds all who call upon his
name. We gratefully offer these financial gifts as a way to provide hope for all God's chil-

dren. We rejoice in knowing that your ministry is strengthened by our gifts and prayers.
We pray in the name of the Babe in the Manger. Amen.

We invite all to share with us in Holy Communion.
This morning the method of distribution will be pouring chalice
Gluten free elements available.
Please come to the front by the outside aisles and return by the center aisle.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING
Emmanuel is here.
God is with us.
Let us give thanks for the gift of God’s son.
We give thanks for the peace of Christ which rules in our hearts, for his word which
dwells in us richly, clothing us in his love, and nourishing our growth to maturity in wis-
dom, in compassion and in love. We join with all the angels and sing this song of praise!
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WORDS: Unknown origin, revised by Daniel Benedic and Dean Mclntyre.
MUSIC: French carol melody.

GLORIA
77.77 with refrain

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
*INVITATION

See, your salvation comes: God comes and dwells among us. Eat, drink, and believe!
Emmanuel is with us. Thanks be to God.



SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION

Emmanuel
Bob McGee
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God with us, re-vealed in  us; his name i1s  called Em-man-u - el.
Copyright © 1976 C.A. Music. CCLI #1894989
HYMN ELW 856 How Great Thou Art
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all  the works thy hand hath made, I see the stars, I hear the might-y
birds sing sweet-ly in the trees; when I look down from loft - y moun-tain
die, I scarce can take it in, that on the cross my bur-den glad-ly
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gran - deur and hear the brook and feel the gen-tle breeze;
bear - ing he bled and died to take a - way my sin;
ra - tion and there pro - claim, “My God, how great thou art!”
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thee, how great thou  art! How great thou art!

Text: Carl Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989
Music: O STORE GUD, Swedish folk tune

Text © 1953 S. K. Hine, admin. Manna Music Inc. (ASCAP). All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER.
Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your endless
love. Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare
your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

*BLESSING
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, and
strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Ho-
ly Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*SENDING SONG

HYMN ELW 267 Joy to the World
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POSTLUDE “Night In The Brume” Masayoshi Soken

Thank You! Thank you!

A very special Thank You to our guest pianists today, Zephyr Lane and
Norah Lane for your musical talent during worship.




ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR DEC 1S5 - DEC 22

CAROLING

ARISE and OASIS kids will be going out caroling to the shut ins today @ 3:00 ,
pm. All are welcome to attend and bring Christmas cheer to all!

Upcoming Events In December

December 15 Worship/Sunday School Christmas Program, Christmas Caroling @ 3:00 pm
December 18 Advent Service/ Longest Night Service

December 22 Worship

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 6:30 pm

December 29 Worship/ Pastor Wayne Pfannkuch

OASIS GIFT WRAPPING

Brmg your gifts to Advent services to be wrapped for Christmas! We will provide paper and bows @

am but if you want a specific paper feel free to bring your own. We will be wrapping in the Fireside
=& Room for all three services with free will donations to raise Money for OASIS! Any questions
please let me know! Katie Waynar 515-571-5656 Merry Christmas

\'—
Midweek Advent Worship

The Worship Ministry Team invites you to join us for dessert and worship during the upcoming
Advent season. We will meet in the Fireside Room at 6 pm on Wednesday, December 18 for the
Longest Night Service with a dessert fellowship followed by worship service at 6:30 in the sanctu-
ary. Plan now to “eat dessert first” then join us for a worship experience that will coordinate with
the confirmation student curriculum as we prepare for Christ’s birth on Christmas.

We look forward to taking time out of our busy holiday schedules to remember the reason for the
season.

The Worship Ministry Team

MITTEN TREE

Mitten Sundays, December 15, 22, Service & Mission Team will be accepting
ree your donations of warm mittens, gloves, scarves, socks, and hats for
the mitten tree. All sizes are needed. The tree will be located in the
Narthex. Please place your donations on or around the tree. Please
help Fort Dodge children stay warm this winter. Items collected will be
distributed on December 23 to UDMO. Please see Jim Blocker for
questions.

Christ in Our Home devotionals for January, February & March are available. You will
find them on the side table and ledge in the Fireside Room, Narthex and in the office.
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SERVICE

PRAYER MINISTRY

o)
s
&)
B
<
X
2]
3]
B
a
o
=

HELPERS

Surgery, sick, chronic conditions: Dick Michael; Dick Anderson; Kris Stein, daughter of Dee Fenchak; Bonnie
Cramer; Byron Itzen, son of Linda Itzen; Delores Black; Rene’ (Funk) Newman, former member & friend of Leslie
Reetz; Arlene Wold, sister of Lola Dillon; Donna Lachelt; Cole Theander, nephew of Mark Gustafson; Ryder
Schwieger, son of Kathy Schweiger; Brad, son-in-law of Mark & Connie Gustafson; Melinda Witzke, friend of Lau-
rie Wagner; Richard, friend of Regina Fletcher; Jan Link; Judy Reed; Roy Chase; Doreen Ogden, niece of Helen
Patterson; Michael Schroeder, son of Troy and Lisa Schroeder; Cheryl Fleming; Liz Brown; Andrea Stromberg,
friend of Corinna Clarahan and Kevin Lingner; Linda, friend of Marty Bennett; Reggie Waggoner; Abie Seltz; Ann
Chase; Mark Gustafson; Mark Jessen, father of Chloe Jessen; Brian Schmidt; Sandra Fletcher, daughter of Gin-
ny Granger.

Bereaved: The family of Doug Gustafson, nephew of Gwen and Merlin Anderson; The family of June Michalski,
Mark Gustafson’s niece.

Those in military service: Brandon LaForce, son-in-law of Rick & Laurie Wagner, based in Fort Leavenworth, KS.
Zachary Napier, Army Special Forces, son of Paul & Deb Napier of Salt Lake City, Utah and grandson of Betty Ev-
ans. Zachary is now serving in Germany; Ed Bochtler, son of Roberta Bochtler, Ed is deployed in Iraq.

Ushers: Sheila Parks / Caleb Huse Power Point: Laurie Wagner / Judy Stilwell

Lay Reader: Kris Stender Livestream: Janet Carlon

Communion Assistants: Kris Stender Altar Care: Trudy Koppen / Laurie Miller
Nancy Schmidt / Judy Stilwell Council on Duty: Kevin Lingner

Pianist: Lyra Lane Coffee treats: Janice Link

Sunday, December 15 9:30 am Worship/Sunday School Christmas Program

10:30 am Coffee

10:40 am Adult Forum/Confirmation
1:30-3:30 pm Melissa Gillette Recital
3:00 pm Christmas Caroling

Monday, December 16 9:00 am Money Counters
5:30 pm Melodibells
7:00 pm FDCS

Tuesday, December 17 10:00 am Ruth & Mary Circle
10:30 am Text Study
6:30 pm Council Meeting/Pastor Dan Kahl’s House

Wednesday, December 18 9:00 am Mens Bible Study
5:30-7:00 pm OASIS
5:30-7:00 pm Youth Confirmation
6:00 pm Dessert Bar
6:30 pm Advent Service/Longest Night Service/ OASIS Gift Wrapping Fundraiser
7:00 pm Choir

Thursday, December 19 7:00 pm Reflections
7:00 pm Al-Ateen
Friday, December 20 Office Closed

10-11:00 am Caregivers
4-7:00 pm Girl Scouts

Saturday, December 21

Sunday, December 22 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Coffee
10:40 am Adult Forum/Confirmation

Phone: (515) 576-4106

Church email: gracefd@frontiernet.net
Mission Statement Pastor’s email: pastordan.grace@frontier.com
Website: www.graceELCA.com

In celebration of God’s grace, given through Find us on Facebook

Jesus Christ, we seek to grow through PASTOR DAN KAHL

worship, teaching, fellowship and reaching ROBERTA BOCHTLER—Organist/Choir Director
out with our gifts to share the gospel and

KEVIN LINGNER—Office Administrator

serve the needs of all people. KATIE WAYNAR—Youth Coordinator
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