The Grace Visitor

February 2010
GRACE NOTESO Message from the Pastor
CATCH AND CONNECT 1 Learning from the dramas presented
Our Lenten season theme is Catch People at Lenten services (directed by Joan
and Connect them to Christ. We focus Meyer);
on this theme at Midweek Lenten Services, 1l Allowing our folks who share their
in Grace Groups and at Adult Forum. Note Faith Stories at Sunday services to

the following Catch Points:

model how we can share our story too;
1) We are relentlessly

1 Fellowshipping at Lenten

et s L g Supers ed 600
: ior to 7:00 Mid k
2) We are relentlessly People ?/Cg:sl?ip' idwee
outward focused, helping $ 1 Ad t" hat
reach non and nominally ﬂ apting w qdwe
religious people; experience in video

segments at Midweek

3)The fish arendt " i h
jumpintheboat iwed!l |1 hav a0 services to our outreac
fishing: effor ere at Grace; .

4) We cast our net wide for those not 91 Joining the Ecumenical community in
inside our walls: Holy Week services and supplying the

5) We chart a course, research lunch at one of these services at St.
surroundings, choose the right bait Mar ko6s Episcopal Church;
and know what to do when we 91 Looking forward to our Passover/
actually hook something; Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday,

6) The Son of Man came to seek and to April 1, at 6:30 pm in lower level
save the lost (Luke 19:10); we want fellowship hall fi the re -enactment of
Christés heart to r ea dhsJeyishiPassouer, igadinghup te ihe
good news; celebration of Holy Communion.

7YWe |1 ook for a catch Gepsedrenpthistrichivarigttof we 61 |
need a bigger net! opportunities for life and growth this

Lenten season!

OBSERVING LENT
Lent is a time of returning to the Lord THANKS FOR HAVING
with all our hearts. We expect that - AHEART FOR OTHERS
Christds | ove poured cyVl@feJQ'@elﬁn yquhg@ner@sptydoyvg_rd wi ||
induce new spiritual life and growth in others in this early part of 2010. Disaster
us. Some signs pointing to growth relief gifts for Haiti amounted to $1,500.
include: We also received $300 for Souper Bowl of

1 Reading the Lenten Daily Devotional: Caring on February 7, which goes to the
Where in the World is God? and ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

Shaped by Love;

9 Filling Lenten Coin Holders to support
the ELCA World Hunger Appeal,

9 Supporting our five special mission
causes with offerings at Midweek
Lenten services;

NEW MENG6S SHELTER BEI NG
PREPARED
We join in community efforts to support
the new Beacon of Hope Menos
Shelter in the former Masonic Lodge. Be
alert for supporting this effort through
donations and remodeling of the building.



2 Seder Meal

The Worship Ministry Team is
planning a Seder meal for Maund
Thursday.

The April 1 event needs many
volunteers to succeed. Those
interested in cooking, decorating,

Gathering Your Family
Around the FAITH FIVE

Rich Melheim

Every evening at bedtime
turn off the TV and cell phones

1) Sharehighs and lows of the day.

2) Readand highlight a verse in the Bible.

3) Talk about how the verse relates to your
highs and lows.

4) Pray about highs and lows and for you

=

setup, or assisting financially,
please see Bruce Perry or contac
the church office.

family.

15) Blessone another, placing a hand on
ot her O0s

each

head

COUNCIL OFFICERS/LIAISONS
Sincere thanks to outgoing Council officers
who have fulfilled their tweyears terms: Jim
McColley, President; Dave Lemke, Secretar
Dick Koepplin, Treasurer.

Congratulations to newdglected officers and
Liaisons to Ministry Teams:
PresidentKevin Ziesman
Vice-PresidentBill Granger (second year)
SecretaryMarie Bargsten

TreasurerDick Michael

Worship TeamTim Olson

Education Jim McColley

Outreach Marie Bargsten
Service/MissionBill Granger
StewardshipMarcia Storbakken,

Dick Koepplin

Finance Dick Michael

Fellowship Kevin Ziesman

Property Dave Lemke

PersonnelMarty Bennett

Mutual Ministry- Dick Michael
Foundation, Dave Lemke

The Council elected Crystal Michael as Sun
School Coordinator. Our gratitude to Martha
McColley for serving as Coordinator the pas

Party Bridge

Y Fireside Room

i nvited to

Saturday, March 20

host Rose Hoffman at 57352 if you arg
interested in playing.

Note date

change

9:00 am Coffee and Refreshments
Bridge to follow

Anyone interested in playing Bridge i$

j oin wu P

v—) v

will present
by G. Rossini on February
with the choir.

| owads
organizations dedicated to

|

usic.
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masterworks to life.

two years.

Fort Dodge Choral Society
Petite Messe Solennelle

at First United Methodist Church.
The 3 pm concert will feature four
guest soloists, organ and two pianos

Fort Dodge Choral Society is one of
f oremost

erformance of great choral
The group unites singers
from a nine -county region to bring

28, 2010

community

the
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Help the kids get to
Benton Harbor, Michigan!
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Start saving your pop cans now!
Collection dates will be announced.

Bake Sale on Palm Sunday, March 28.

Do you have a dessert in the new Gragg

cookbook or have you been looking
through the cookboo&nd want to try
some of the recipes? Here is your chan
Make up a batch and bring on Palm
Sunday for the bake sale (please inclu
the recipe name and page number) an

be prepared to purchase something to i

Sonshine Singers

The Sonshine singers will be presenting
the 2010 Music Ministry,
NRnGodds Wondr guws
on Friday, March 19th at 7:00 pm an(
Saturday, March 20th at 2:00 pm at
Decker Auditorium,
lowa Central Community College.

1 ==

Please come and join us for this very
spirited and heartfelt celebration as we
up Godbés message

his Son, Jesus Christ!!
For more details, visit our website
www.sonshinesingers.org.

lift
D f

ge!

lease plan to attend Seder Meal on

aundy Thursday, April 1, at 6:30 pm i
e Fellowship Hall. This is the te
¥nactment of the Jewish Passover Jesl
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N Yoo Bereaved:

Sﬁ . Family of Dawn Combs (Friend
t ¢ of Brian and Nancy Schmidt)
w ~<

Family of Dustin Lemke (nephew
of David and Ellyn Lemke)

N &

3

Birth of:

James Memphis Donahe (Son of Melissa
[Graves] and James Donahe)

Caleb Nicholas Huse (Son of Jamie [Parks]
and Nic Huse)

Kayley Jean Hermstad (Granddaughter of
Mark and Connie Gustafson)

Newly Baptized:  Nicole Elise Griffin

Sick : Sue Hagadorn, Rose Hoffman, Orville
Jensen, Leo Bishop, Hubert Perry (Father
of Bruce Perry), Ferol Allison (Sister  -in-law
of Monna Saboe)

Those dealing with chronic conditions:
Alan Dunagen, Michelle Stark, Gayle
Olson, Mark Johnson, Mike Donahue,
Mark Langstaff

In the military: Joel Taylor, Josh Presler,
Daniel Hansen, Brian Young, Brian Bishop

observed with his disciples, giving the
me a | a new meani ng

m‘\‘\‘\‘\ﬁ‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\‘\&o
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4 1 Corinne Mandleko 14 Brian Rasmusser
¥ 2 Orville Jenson 15 Gerald Evans ¥
4 2 Phyllis Johnson 15 Jonah Kelley
4 3 Chase Trenary 17 Gwen Anderson ¢
¥ 5 Kristi Anderson 19 Molly Albers

4 Richardson 21 Eva Baker

4 5 Pam Halvorson 22 Deb Hoover

2 7 Gladys Meier 22 Sandra Vinson
4 7 Glenyce Anderson 23 Carol Carpenter
4% 8 Ron Koppen 24 Helen Patterson
¥ 11 Anita Dencklau 24 Jeanette Burch
4 11 Heather Koppen 25 Amy Presler

4 13 Bob Reetz 26 Elizabeth Cain
30 Shelli Groat

2 Thomas and Phyllis Johnson
3 Vance and Deb Larson

11 Stan and Lynn Pamperin
28 Rollin and Cleo Swanson
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http://www.youthworks.com/index.aspx

Mary Circle thanks everyone who
joined us for our annual Valentine
Friendship. It was a wonderful time!

A special thank you to Leslie Reetz
and the 6th Grade Honor Choir from
Fair Oaks for the entertainment.

Thank you, for donating $1,500 towa|
helping Haiti.

If you would like to contribute, pleast
use the blue pew envelopes.

.meo Thank you to everyone
el who attended the Bingo
ole[3s[e Bash February 14.
N0

14[e]44]. _
QRAED It was a great time.

i Thank you to everyong
who donated to the
S-O-U-P-E-R Bowl.

$300 was donated.
All donations will go to
ELCA World Hunger.
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The miracle is this - the mo
share, the more we have.
Leonard Nimoy

Volunteer on Sunday mornings
of the followings:

Chil drends Se
Sound System  Power P

The sheet is on the bulletin boar
narthex for you to sign up.

re we

with one

rmonsg
oint

d in the

Stewardship Moment

Chri st i nto

Bishop Hamms Lilje

RSt ewardship rightly
equivalent to a program for putting

al | aspec

(D

Statistical Reports

Average Amount needed per
$5,222

January 24 Attendance 186
Offering Receipts $3,349

January 31 Attendance 164
Offering Receipts $2,845

February 7 Attendance 158
Offering Receipts $4,936

February 14 Attendance 171
Offering Receipts $6,337

February 17 Ash Wednesday
Attendance: 89  Offering Recei

February 21 Attendance 161
Offering Receipts $3,841

Current weekly Income and Attendance

week:

pts $636

FINANCIAL NOTES

January: Income: $21,435 Expenses: $20,465 Difference: $970
Year to date: Income: $21,435 Expenses: $20,465 Difference: $970
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Lenten Adult Forum
Catch People and
Connect them to Christ
Library, 9:45 am
Led by Pastor Matthew

Please share the enclosed postcard
with a friend or neighbor, inviting them
to join us for Holy Week services.
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DEVOTIONALS

Read your daily d
OWhere in the Wor
and OShaped by I

(Devaotions for Families).

Youth Group during Lent

Meet at 6:00 for dinner
and fellowship.
Stay for the worship service.

The Lenten Coin Holders
donations support
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
ELCA World Hunger is a
comprehensive and
sustainable program that
Sl uses multiple strategiés
rd = relief, development
@ 2 educationandadvocacy
to address the root causes
hunger and poverty. ELCA
World Hunger responds to
neighbors around the corne
and around the world.

4

Needed

Leader and helpers to provide community
Lenten lunch after community Lenten
service Wednesday during Holy Week,

12:00 -1:00pm.

PV %gnt%ck Pastor if you are willing
d i s @Gdapat576 -4106.

S et Spring Flowers
P YEach year Gi
W~ sanctuary is decorated
with beautiful flowers for
the Easter season. This
year we are also offering spring bulbs.
Lilies may be ordered through the
church office at a cost of $11.00 and
daffodils, tulips and hyacinth at a cost
of $18.00 (payable to Grace). Please

return this form and payment by March
26.

dUIi T @

__Lily ____ Tulip
___ Daffodils ____Hyacinth
Name
In honor of
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http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Education.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Advocacy.aspx

MID -WEEK LENTEN SERVICES 1 2010

Grace Lutheran Church
Catching People and Connecting them to Christ
(Includes video segment followed or interspersed with comments by Pastor)
Lenten Services are at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays, preceded by a
light supper at 6:00 pm. A skit will be given each Wednesday

DATE THEME
March 3 Making Visitors Feel Welcome
March 10 What a Welcoming Environment Looks Like
March 17 Connecting and Following Up with Visitors
March 24 Inviting Others to Grow in Faith
Offerings for Midweek Lenten Services are designated for these special projects:
Synod Assembly Mission Effort, YWCA
Fort Dodge Mend6s Shelter, Salwvation
Athletics for Education and Success.
Reminder: Lenten offerings will be divided equally between the projects.
Faith Statements given by members on Sunday mornings during Lent,
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21
LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE
Suppers at 6:00, Preceding 7:00 Worship
DATE MAIN COURSE MINISTRY TEAM
March 3 Turkey Noodle Soup Outreach
(Chuck Reetz)
March 10 Youth Potato Bake Youth/Parents/Education
March 17 Maidrites Fellowship/Property/Stewardship
March 24 Chili/Cinnamon Rolls Worship
(Chuck Reetz and Ellyn Lemke)
COMMUNITY HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Transformati onal Ministries is the then
are held at St. Ma r k-®hsirsdByp wits wossipipeat 12:@MmModR:80h

and lunch shared 12:3000. Good Friday worship is at First Baptist Church at noon.

Wo me n 0
Ar my

Date Worship/Music Speaker Lunch
March29 St . Mar k6és EpPbabog@gal specken, Celebrate R
March 30 Steve Bibb, FUMC Ri chard Graves, 1"PtesbyteMem| k 6 s
March 31 Anita Johnson, Friendship ~ Charles Clayton (AFES) Grace Lutheran
April Karen Berg (Riverside) Salvation Ayt eve R
April 2 First Baptist Pastor Jim Laupp

February 20106



JDRF Walk to Cure Diabetes "Bike for a Cure"
We are walking with our

Ol

JoamMeyef is gaing enrthe "Bika oy aos ™

JDRF Wal k on Saturday, Ap|raQure"icomnitice (A@ericalioi hes ( Ma
homet own) . Wedd | i ke vyou|fCancerrSaaetydndWwilllleupporyft

make a tax deductible contribution in either of two ways \wotc#ing donations to ride and also

check to JDRF and send it with us to the walk |@iR:4o to challenging others to ride if they
walk.jdrf.orghd click on Donate to a Walker and type in he{yould like to. It will be an indoor

nameéMaya Sims, to make allddng nblkés%{‘tﬁerc'ro%slﬂo*ad

I n case youodre wonderinge 8I Jn&ay €9
endear ment for Mayaéwedve , t%gl
it ueper nomore ha

Thanks for any help you can give us in finding a cure fc

all the others in the world who live with type 1 diabetes. g% minutes but they donlt have to
Carol & Dick Koepplin ride that long if they don't want to!
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Relief for Victims of the LWR Haiti Update
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIE F INCREASES HAITI

— i3 5 ‘

e \ ', \. COMMITMENT TO ASSIST UNDERSERVED
Earthquake in Haiti RURAL COMMUNITIES

Baltimore, February 11, 2018 Lutheran World Relief today

increased its financial commitment to Haiti relief efforts to $4 million, up from an earlier
increased pledge of $2.25 million. The
increase dwil|l hel p meet the needs of ¢
Hai ti . o
While many aid groups are focusing on emergency food supplies aBrince and the
surrounding urban areas, far fewer organizations are helping communities affected by
migration to already struggling rural areas in the north. The United Nations indicates th
nearly 470,000 people have fled to rural areas, with 300,000 going to rural areas north

auPrince where LWR currently works.
ALWR has worked in Haitd.@i for 14 year s,
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income in rural communities, o0 says Michael W

America programs. That long standing presence made LWR well positioned to act on g
of communities that are often overlooked by traditional stesrh relief efforts.
To help these struggling rural communities cope, LWR is working with Partenariat pour
Développement Local (Partnership for Local Development or PLD), a local Haitian
organization, to provide immediate relief and to prepare for-terng recovery work.
Through PLD, LWR will help rural communities north of RattPrince in the Artibonite,
North, Northeast, Central Plateau and West Regions of Haiti, where the majority of Intg
Di spl aced Peoples are migrating. AFood,
concerns, 0 says Watt. ALooking ahead,
capacit y to grow their own food, earn
AThese ctivities all serve to meet t
of recovery ahead, 06 adds Watt. AThi s
strengthen communities in Haiti.o
Donations to thédaiti Earthquake fund can be made by phone at 80R-LWR-2, online

\
9
h ¢
ic

at lwr.org, or by mailing a check or money order to Lutheran World Relief Haiti Earthqupke

Relief, P.O. Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 2129832. You can also make an immediate $1(
donation by texting "LWR" to 40579.
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http://walk.jdrf.org/
http://walk.jdrf.org/

March Servi

ce Assistants

Traditional 8:30 am

Creative Spirit 10:45 am

March 7
Ushers: Marty Bennett, Tammy Mickelson, Connie Con
Greeters: Reuben and Marlene Eldal
Acolyte: Jordan Ayala
Layreader: Crystal Michael
Communion Assistants: Judy Stilwell,

Pam Halvorson, Helen Pattersd
Refreshments: Dick and Crystal Michael
First Caller: Dave and Ellyn Lemke
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse
Sound Desk: Open Power Point: Rhonda Chamber

March 14
Ushers: Loren Stilwell, Judy Stilwell, Archie Peterso
Greeters: Evie Roden, Mary Martens
Acolyte: Julia Fletcher
Layreader: Gin Granger
Communion Assistants: Bill Granger, Gladys Meier

Monna Saboe

Refreshments: Monna Saboe and Gladys Meier
First Caller: Marty Bennett
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse
Sound Desk: Open Power Point: Rhonda Chamber

March 7
dsshers:Don Jordison, Tim Olson, Kevin Ziesman
Greeters: Nancy Haviland, Kathy Messerly
Acolyte: Hunter Ayala
Layreader: Katie Niesen
Communion Assistants: Vicki Harris, llene Olson,
n Jim McColley
Refreshments: Joan Meyer
Council/Duty: Dave Lemke Sound Desk: Open
First Caller: Dave and Ellyn Lemke
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse Power Pt: Laurie Wagner

March 14
rUshers: Sheila Parks, Jill Rosendahl, Emily Rasmussen
Greeters: Lori Allen, Jim Blocker, Andrea and Nathan
Acolyte: Mitch Rosendahl
Layreader: Ellyn Lemke
Communion Assistants: Dave Lemke, Nancy Schmidt
Rod Poppinga

Refreshments: Open

First Caller: Marty Bennett
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse
Council/Duty: Marie BargsteriPower Pt: Laurie Wagner

Sound Desk:Open

March 21
Ushers: John Wyman, Neil Pearson, Gin Granger
Greeters: Kim Motl and Ann Powers
Acolyte: Thomas Thompson
Layreader: Pat Loots
Communion Assistants: Judy Stilwell, Kim Motl,
Ali Chambers
Refreshments: Irene Pearson, Helen Nibel
First Caller: Ann Chase
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse
Sound Desk: Open Power Point: Rhonda Chamber

March 21
Ushers: Dawn Peterson, Rod Poppinga, Jim McColley
Greeters: Leroy and Betty Hartquist
Acolyte: Angelo Miller
Layreader: Mark Gustafson
Communion Assistants: Dawn Peterson, Paulette

Heddinger, Marie Bargsten

Refreshments: Service and Mission Ministry Team
First Caller: Ann Chase  Sound: Open
Altar Care: Dianne Klasse

Council/Duty: Jim McColleyPower Pt: Laurie Wagner

March 28 Palm/Passion Sunday
Ushers: Kim Motl, Archie Peterson, Randy Will
Greeters: John and Marion Wyman
Acolyte: Jacob Martinez
Layreader: Leslie Reetz
Communion Assistants: Chuck Reetz, Leslie Reetz

Roberta Bochtler
Refreshments: Intergenerational Palm Sunday Ever
First Caller: Monna and Will Saboe
Altar Care: Gladys Meier
Sound Desk:Open Power Point: Rhonda Chamber

March 28
Ushers: Pat Reed, Bill Albers, Rich Murken
Greeters: Rod and Kris Kern
Acolyte: Chloee Narber
Layreader: Pam Halvorson
Communion Assistants: Todd Narber, Holly Narber
Kevin Ziesman
Refreshments:Norma Erickson, Kelly Erickson, Laura Huss
First Caller: Will and Monna Saboe
Sound Desk:Open Altar Care: Gladys Meier

Council on Duty: Kevin Ziesman

Power Point: Laurie Wagner
February 20108



Minutes from the February 16" meeting of Grace Lutheran Council

Meeting called to order by Chairman Jim McColley at 6:30. We were led in devotions by Pastor Matthew.
Members present were Pastor, Jim McColley, Bill Granger, Dick Michael, Dick Koepplin ,Marie Bargste
Marsha Storbakken, Kevin Ziesman and Dave Lemke.

Members on vacation and unable to attend were Tim Olson and Mary Bennett.

No one present for Open Forum.

Agenda reviewed and approved on a motion by Dick K., second by Marie B.

Reviewed the minutes of the January meeting. Motion by Dick M., and seconded by Kevin Z. to accept.

Celebrations for the mont hé.

Fund raising for the Haitian earthquake relief was good, @$1500 raised.

Grace Groups are functioning well and attendang¢e 1is

program for evangelism in several of the groups during the season of Lent.
We had very good interaction and planning session in the council/pastor retreat.

Our Ecumenical exchange with First Christian Church was a very good chance to share with our community and

get to know others.
Planning is underway for the Lenten services and dramas as well as faith statements to be given by men

Young people visited shims and elderly with Valentines, good time was had by all with an intergenerationgl

event.

Bingo party was held on Feb",4and was a good time, and had new participants.

Once again, we are in the black for the month.

Monthly reports

Pastors Reporpastor touched on the need for to look outward in the coming year, and our members prov
faith statements for the upcoming Lenten season.

Ministry team reportsNothing new for council action. A motion was made by Dick K. to accept the pastors
as well as the ministry team reports. Seconded by Marsha S.

Financial reportsKris Olson went over the months reports, noting we were in the black once again, we stg
year out again with a zero balance on all expense ledgers and accounts but the dedicated accounts wh
balances forward. Motion to accept the financial report made by Dick M., seconded by Kevin Z.

Old Business

Nomination of Emily Rasmussen to be youth delegate to the Synod Convention was business left to cour
the annual meeting. Motion to appoint Emily as the delegate was made by Kevin Ziesman, and the sec
made by Marie B.

New Business

Election of officers for the upcoming yeaDue to term limits, Jim M. can no longer serve as chairman, Dick
can no longer serve as Treasurer, and Dave L., can no longer serve as Secretary. Nominations were n
motion by Dick Koepplin to accept the following as officers for the upcoming year, Kevin Ziesman as cg
chairman, Pastor Bill Granger as Vice President, Marie Bargsten as Secretary and Dick Michael to ser
Treasurer. Dicks motion was seconded by Marsha S., and motion carried.

Discussion and assignment of council Liaisons followed. Please see page 2 for listing.

Crystal Michael has agreed to be the Sunday School coordinator for the next 2 school years. Motion to e
Crystal to this position was made by Kevin Z., and seconded by Marie B., motion carried.

A motion to accept Dr. David and Marlys Taylor as members by transfer was made by Dick M., and seco

Dick K., Motion carried.

Action on the Foundations recommendation to purchase the organ equipment and upgrade pipes, and nd

paraments with money from Pastor Ray Roden memorials and an anonymous donation were passed on

by Dick K., and seconded by Marie B. Motion carried.

FYI ltems for the montd

Transfer of membership for Lois Stratmoen from

Transfer of membership for Dean and Sandy McGrew to St. Philip Lutheran in Fridley, Minn.

Building use request from the Men in Mission Saturday morning Bible study group for use of the Library @

bers.
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A motion
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other Saturday morning was made by Rollin Swanson due to the closing of the Hickory House restaurant.

Meeting was adjourned with the Lords Prayer at 7:43 p.m. until the March meeting.
Submitted by Dave Lemke, Council secretary.

February 20109



February 201010



